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President’s 
Report 

Towards the end of the 2019-2020 term, 
BPQ, like most other organizations in 
Quebec and around the globe, had to 
begin making plans to adapt its day-
to-day operations to the lockdowns and 
new regulations brought on by the 
Covid-19 reality. 

In March 2020, we suspended our in-
person monthly meetings and field 
trips, and began making plans to offer 
virtual versions of these and other 
events, to hold our board meetings via 
videoconference and hold our first 
virtual AGM via videoconference in 
June. All this was made possible 
through the dedication of our 
volunteers. 

It took some time and ingenuity to make 
this happen. Yet, it may have been easier 
for BPQ to make the switch than for many 
other organizations. We have over 100 
years’ experience of adapting to 
challenging and often extraordinary 
circumstances. 

All the work of our organization can be 
performed remotely. In fact, we have no 
real brick-and-mortar office. We were, in 
a sense, already virtual. 

We accomplish our goals through the 
efforts of volunteers who work through 
committees organized around the 
education, conservation, and 
observation (ECO) of birds and bird 
habitat in Quebec. 

Each committee is represented by a chair 
who is also a member of the board and 
makes sure the views and concerns of 
the committee are heard by the board. 
The board makes sure the committees 
are working to further the shared vision 
and mission of BPQ. 

BPQ’s Vision 

It is our belief that birds are a vital 
part of our world. Wildlife, and 
birds in particular, has intrinsic 
value as part of human experience. 
The beauty and grace of birds, their 
adaptations to particular 
environmental niches, and their 
rich and varied behavioural 
patterns fill us with admiration and 
stimulate our curiosity about the 
natural world. 

Knowledge of birds and their 
biology is an important element of 
the understanding of our natural 
environment and an essential 
prerequisite to its protection and 
preservation. We are convinced 
that protection of birds and their 
habitats contributes to the general 
welfare of individuals and society. 

BPQ is a registered charity. 

Charity Registration #: 

11925 2161 RR0001. 

Bird Protection Quebec 

Box 67089 – Lemoyne 

Saint-Lambert, QC J4R 2T8 

Tel.: 514-637-2141 

E-mail: birdprotectionquebec@gmail.com

Website: www.birdprotectionquebec.org 

Online discussion group: 

https://groups.io/g/bpqsongsparrow 

mailto:birdprotectionquebec@gmail.com
http://www.birdprotectionquebec.org/
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BPQ has long recognized Mabel’s 
achievements. In the above photo, 
she is presented an award for 
volunteer achievement by Jeff 
Harrison, now our monthly meeting 
coordinator. 

For more than half a century, 
Mabel Aston McIntosh has 
dedicated thousands of hours to 
studying and protecting birds in 
Quebec by conducting bird-
banding projects, migration 
research and annual bird counts. 
As an expert in the field of 
ornithology, she has made 
invaluable contributions to Bird 
Protection Quebec, Bird Studies 
Canada and the Hawk Migration 
Association of North America. 

Award Ceremony for 

Mabel McIntosh — 

A Celebration of 

Volunteers 

An excellent example of various 
committees working together was 
provided during a short celebration of 
the achievements of one of our long- 
standing and most dedicated members, 
Mabel McIntosh. 

At our monthly meeting in December 
2019, when we were still getting 
together in person, we celebrated two 
prizes recently awarded to Mabel. The 
event was organized by Helen Meredith, 
our secretary, and Connie Morgenstern, 
vice-president of education and 
outreach. It brought together many 
long-time members, new members, and 
non-members. Our events are open to 
all. 

Jean-Sébastien Guénette, director 
general of QuébecOiseaux, presented 

Mabel McIntosh with an award for 
outstanding work in the field of bird 
conservation. 

BPQ past presidents Peter Mitchell and 
Bob Carswell also paid tribute to Mabel 
for the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers 
awarded to her earlier in the fall. This is 
the citation: 

Through all these hours of remote and 
often solitary work, Mabel has been 
able to touch and inspire many lives. 

BPQ Board of 
Directors 

At the end of the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year February 29, 2020, the BPQ 
board of directors comprised the 
following members: 

Executive Directors 

• Jane Cormack, President

• Sheldon Harvey, Vice-president of
administration and treasurer

• Connie Morgenstern, Vice-president
of education and outreach

• Helen Meredith, Secretary
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The mission of the Education and 
Outreach Division is to promote 
public awareness and appreciation 
of birds in the context of 
conservation, biodiversity and their 
ecosystems by the organization of 
educational and observational 
programs, including organizing 
regular field trips. 

.

A scene from the Ecology Day Fair with 
board members Mélanie Guigueno and 
Kyle Elliott 

Directors 

Nick Acheson, Émile Brisson-Curadeau, 
Chris Cloutier, Claude Cloutier, Simon 
Duval, Kyle Elliott, Mélanie Guigueno, 
Jeff Harrison, Darlene Harvey, Kristen 
Lalla, Don-Jean Léandri-Breton, Ana 
Morales, Bonnie Soutar, Antoine 
Turcotte-van de Rydt and Anthony 
Zerafa. 

Committee 
Reports 

Our committees are organized under 
three divisions: Education and Outreach, 
Conservation, and Administration.  
These divisions work together to 
accomplish our ECO mission: to 
Educate, to promote Conservation, and 
to encourage Observation. 

Education and 

Outreach 

Education 

Education Committee members include 
Connie Morgenstern (co-chair), Kristen 
Lalla (co-chair),Barbara MacDuff, David 
Mulholland and Alyssa DeRubeis. 

The Education committee organized the 

following events: 

• World Migratory Bird Day 2019

• Ecology Day and McGill Bird
Observatory (MBO) Open House,
September 2019

• Christmas Bird Count (CBC) for Kids,
December 2019

• Great Backyard Bird Count, February
2020

• Bird feeder installation at Macdonald
Campus, to increase public
awareness

Communications 

The Communications Committee 
comprises the following members: 
Connie Morgenstern (co-chair), Jane 
Cormack (co-chair), and Simon Duval. 

They are responsible for maintaining the 
following media: 

Website 

Our website is the primary source for 
information and as an introduction to 
our organization. 
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Ana Morales, board member and 

December speaker 

Newsletter 

We publish our newsletter The Song 
Sparrow five times a year. Its purpose is 
to inform our members about our 
monthly lectures, field trips, and other 
events, to publish a list of rare and 
unusual bird sightings from around the 
province in Pierre Bannon’s BirdViews, 
and to showcase articles written by our 
members about trips. 

Thanks to Fred Hareau, Diane 
Demers, Réjean Duval, Jean 
Harwood-Gregson, Darlene Harvey, 
and Karen Sherman for their help in 
proofreading and translating. 

Weekly Updates 

Connie Morgenstern sends a Weekly 
Update email of upcoming events and 
other relevant news to a growing 
number of interested recipients that 
goes well beyond our membership. 

Social Media 

BPQ members and the birding 
community at large enjoy sharing bird 
sightings and staying up to date on 
BPQ events through our social media 
accounts, especially Facebook and, for 
members, our Songsparrow email 
forum. 

Email and Phone 

Zofia Laubitz and Sheldon Harvey 
monitor our incoming BPQ email and 
phone calls, respectively, making sure 
messages are directed to the right 
people. 

Monthly Meetings 

Committee Chair:  Jeff Harrison 

Meetings were held in the auditorium 
at Knox Hill Church on Godfrey 
Avenue in NDG. Attendance averaged 

about 40 – 50 per meeting, and was 
somewhat dependent on the weather. 
The topics in our speaker program 
were varied and the presenters of 
uniform high quality. Those who 
attended reflected this appreciation 
with a regular battery of questions 
following the presentations. Here is a 
list of our speakers and their topics: 

2019 

• March:  Isabelle-Anne Bisson and
Nathalie Gendron, Protecting
Montreal's Urban Bird Biodiversity

• April: Marco Beausoleil,

Darwin’s Finches

• October:  Kyle Elliot, Forever
Young? The Mystery of how
elderly birds continue flying,
diving and thriving when they
should be retiring.

• November:  Alyssa

DeRubeis,Tallgrass Prairie Birds in
Remnant and Restored Grasslands

• December:  Ana Morales, The
Secret Life of Moult Migrant
Songbirds
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2020 

• January:  Marie-Hélène Hachey,
Quebec Breeding Bird Atlas

• February:  Dwane Wilkin, Early
20th- Century Ornithologist,
Henry Mousley

Marketing 

Members of the Marketing Committee 
include Sheldon Harvey (chair), Darlene 
Harvey, and Claude Cloutier. 

They organized the following events: 

• July 20, 2019 – Sheldon Harvey,
Darlene Harvey, and Wayne Grubert
staffed the BPQ kiosk at Open
House Day at Le Nichoir in Hudson

• September 14, 2019 – Sheldon
gave a presentation on the
Montée Biggar sanctuary at the
QuébecOiseaux AGM in Otterburn
Park.

• November 14 & 15, 2019 – Sheldon
and Claude Cloutier staffed an
information kiosk at the Quebec
Provincial Association of Teachers
(QPAT) Teachers’ Convention at
Hotel Bonaventure

• November 26, 2019 – Sheldon and
Maureen Caissy, a teacher at Cedar
Street Elementary in Beloeil, spoke at
a Learn Quebec event on the birding
and conservation programs ongoing
at the Riverside School Board,
sponsored by a BPQ educational
grant.

• Sheldon also appeared on CBC
Radio’s Daybreak and Radio Noon
during the year to discuss birds and
to promote BPQ and its activities.

• Day-to day activities include posting
notifications of upcoming events on
our Songsparrow email forum, BPQ
Facebook page, the Birdwatching in
Quebec Facebook page, the McGill

Students’ Birding Club Facebook 
page, and the Montreal Field 
Naturalists Facebook Page. 

Future plans include developing new 
display material for the BPQ 
promotional kiosk, including a map of 
Quebec showing our properties. 

Field Trips 

The Field Trips committee includes the 
following members: Wayne Grubert (co- 
chair), Sheldon Harvey (co-chair), 
Darlene Harvey, and Chris Cloutier. 

Their activities comprised: 

• 38 full day or half-day
Saturday or Sunday field trips
led by 13 leaders to 31
locations in and around
Montreal

• Wood Warbler Walks at Westmount
Summit Woods

• Evening Trip May 14, 2019 - Hudson

• Two morning trips to the Morgan
Arboretum with Barbara MacDuff and
the Education Committee in late
April/early May 2019

• Sheldon Harvey’s Summer Series of
Birding July-August 2019

• Led walks at Le Nichoir’s Open House

• World Migratory Bird Day May 11,
2019 – field trip and cleanup blitz

• Global Big Day Birding Blitz May 4,
2019

• Great Backyard Bird Count Event on
the 3rd weekend in February 2020

Thanks to the following BPQ members 
who led field trips over the year: Nick 
Acheson, Michel Beaupré, Chris Cloutier, 
Claude Cloutier, Joël Coutu, Diane 
Demers, Jean Demers, Richard Gregson, 
Wayne Grubert, Fred Hareau, Jeff 
Harrison, Darlene Harvey, Sheldon 
Harvey, George Levtchouk, Tom Long, 
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The mission of the Conservation 
Division is to protect natural 
wildlife habitats and to manage our 
own nature reserves for the long- 
term benefit of wildlife, especially 
birds and to support, financially 
and by our volunteer skills, 
appropriate scientific studies and 
 research projects. 

Barbara MacDuff, and Clémence 
Soulard. 

 
 
Conservation 

 

Conservation 
 
Members of the Conservation 
Committee include Jane Cormack 
(chair), Frédéric Hareau, Rodger 
Titman, Diane Demers, Barbara Frei, 
Lance Laviolette, Barbara MacDuff, 
Jean-Sébastien Guénette, Kristen Lalla, 
and Anthony Zerafa. 

Activities including the following 
were organized: 

Cerulean Warbler Point Counts 
 
Member and past board member Diane 
Demers has conducted point count 
surveys of the Cerulean Warbler 
continually from 2008 until 2019. 
Sadly, she has decided to step back 
from this role. She maintains a keen 
interest in the Cerulean Warbler and its 
establishment in Quebec. 

These are the results of the 2019 
studies: 

• On June 1, June 17, and June 26, 
2019, Diane visited the George 
Montgomery Sanctuary to conduct 
point counts of the Cerulean 
Warbler 

• On June 1, Diane heard a male 
singing continually, but did not 
detect any singing males on the 
second or last visit, which lasted 
seven hours. 

 

Bird Surveys in Kenauk and at Covey Hill 
 
Working closely with Nature 
Conservatory of Canada (NCC), BPQ 
conducted breeding bird inventories for 
a second year on two protected areas of 
great ecological value: NCC’s “BPQ 
Centennial Sanctuary” located in Covey 
Hill and the protected area of the 
Kenauk territory located in the 
Montebello region. Twenty BPQ members 
participated. 

These inventories focus on well-defined 
territories and aim at deepening and 
enriching the existing data for Covey Hill 
and Kenauk, collected in particular 
within the framework of the Atlas of 
Breeding Birds or inventories carried out 
in Kenauk by NCC a few years ago. 

If these inventories contribute above all, 
through citizen science, to the 
protection of these exceptional spaces, 
they also represent a unique opportunity 
for all those who participate in them to 
discover territories of remarkable 
biodiversity. 

These inventories also clearly show what 
can be accomplished when 
organizations that share the same 
mission join forces. In a world where the 
need to protect our environment is so 
great, and our resources so limited, it is 
essential that we join forces and 
resources. 

 
Book Fair to Help the Purple Martin — a 
Species in Peril 

 

BPQ received a gift of over 100 books 
from the family of Guy Zenaitis, a long- 
time member and popular field trip 
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Connie Morgenstern and Ana Morales with 
Mary Zenaitis 

leader who is fondly remembered by all 
BPQ members who knew him. 

An impromptu book sale held at the 
Morgan Arboretum Conservation Centre 
on July 2, 2019, brought together a 
number of board members from various 
committees. 

Over the span of a few hours on a 
single summer evening, we raised 
$425.00 toward the purchase of a 
Purple Martin house, for which the 
conservation committee had budgeted 
$2,000.00. 

The house was given to a landowner in 
the St-Jean-sur-Richelieu area to 
protect this species in peril. Many of the 
existing houses are getting old and 
falling apart. They need to be replaced. 

Grants 

Members of the Grants Committee 
include Mélanie Guigueno (chair), Kyle 
Elliott, Richard Gregson, Jean Demers, 
Lance Laviolette, David Mulholland, 
Barbara Frei, and Alain Goulet. 

A total of $79,590 was disbursed 
through the BPQ grants program in the 
2019-2020 fiscal year.  

Pre-committed projects received a total 
of $39,120. Recipients of these grants 
included the McGill Bird Observatory fall 
migration program, the Observatoire 
d’oiseaux de Tadoussac – MOTUS study, 
the Appalachien Corridor surveys, and 
Nature Conservancy Canada. 

New projects were awarded $40,470. 
Recipients included the McGill Bird 
Observatory for a MAPS program at our 
Montée Biggar property, Amphybia for a 
nest box project, and two new schools 
added to the schools program. 

The Appalachien Corridor group 
submitted the results of their Bicknell's 
Thrush and Peregrine Falcon surveys. 

Isabelle-Anne Bisson and Nathalie 
Gendron, from TerraHumana Solutions, 
presented the results of the study for 
which they received a grant last year at 
the Monday night lecture in March 2019. 

Sanctuaries 

The Sanctuaries Committee includes the 
following members: Ana Morales (co- 
chair), Simon Duval (co-chair), Jane 
Cormack, Nick Acheson, Frédéric 
Hareau, Barbara MacDuff, Helen Kohler, 
Jeff Harrison, and Diane Demers. 

The committee is responsible for 
maintaining the sanctuaries owned 
outright or jointly or managed by BPQ. 

Philipsburg Working Group 

The Philipsburg working group includes 
the following members: Nick Acheson 
(co-chair), Jane Cormack (co-chair), 
Diane Demers, David Bird, Richard 
Gregson, Frédéric Hareau, and Daniel 
Néron. 

Their activities over 2019-2020 
included: 



Bird Protection Quebec 8  

The sugar shack, shown in the 
background of the above photo, 
came with the land we bought from 
the Christian  Brothers in 2007. BPQ 
had no use for it and it was a 
possible  fire  hazard.  The  time was 

right to  have it demolished. 

A Garlic Mustard Corvée 

With a grant from the Fondation de la 
Faune du Québec and supported by 
BPQ, the Centre d'interprétation du 
milieu écologique du Haut-Richelieu 
(CIME) 

• Found patches of garlic 
mustard covering 80 ha of the 
sanctuary. 

• With 8 employees and 16 
volunteers, they spent 500 hours in 
pull-a-thons trying to control this 
invasive plant. 

• They collected a total of 466 kilos 
of this weed and won first prize in 
the Spring Invasive Species 
Challenge lightweight category. 

• BPQ contributed $4,000 in 2019 and 
$3,600 in 2020 to help finance this 
project. 

Sugar Shack Demolition 

• Hired J.A. Beaudoin Construction 
to demolish and remove the 
sugar shack that was on the 
property when we purchased the 
land, which had become a fire 
hazard. 

Thanks to Claude Cloutier for his 
efforts on the project. 

 

Christmas Bird Counts 
 
Doing its part for this Birds 
Canada/Audubon project, every year 
BPQ organizes teams to survey two 
Christmas Bird Count circles.  
 
Highlights from 2019 are: 

Hudson 

• The 79th annual Hudson CBC was 
held on December 21, 2019. 

• 2nd lowest count in the last 20 years. 
48 species, plus 1 on count week, 
were recorded. 

• 54 birders participated in this year’s 
event. 

• A post-count reception was held at 
the St-Hubert Barbecue restaurant in 
Vaudreuil with food supplied by BPQ. 

 

Montreal 

• The 84th Montreal CBC was held on 
December 14, 2019. 

• 76 people took part in the count 

• 74 species — five more than the 
previous year and just two short of 
our all-time record of 76 species, 
were recorded. 

• A Scarlet Tanager at Parc Jean- 
Drapeau and a Lark Sparrow at the 
St-Laurent Technoparc were 
highlights. 

• A post-count party took place at the 
Montreal West Curling Club. 

 

Hawkwatch 
 
Committee members include Bob 
Barnhurst and Mabel McIntosh. 
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In spring 2020, they completed their 
40th spring and 41st fall counts. 

This represents over 20 years 
of hawkwatching:   

 2.5 months each spring; 
 3.5 months each fall 

 
 

Administration 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Membership 

 
• Membership at fiscal year-end 

February 29, 2020: 421 members 

• Increase of 14% from the same 
time last year 

• 59 new memberships 

• Although some members did not 
renew, we still had a net increase 
of 52 members. 

• How do new members hear about 
BPQ?  Mostly through 
recommendations of our members 
or through online searches. 
 

Nominations 
 
The Nominations Committee is 
responsible for finding new candidates 
for the board and organizing the AGM. 
 
At the 2019 AGM, the members elected 
Émile Brisson-Curadeau, Darlene 
Harvey, Don-Jean Léandri-Breton and 
Antoine Turcotte-van de Rydt to the 
board, and re-elected Chris Cloutier, 

Claude Cloutier, Simon Duval, Helen 
Meredith, Connie Morgenstern and 
Bonnie Soutar for a further two-year 
term. 
 
Diane Demers declined to stand for re-
election. BPQ is grateful to her for the 
four years she served on the board. 

 

Finance 
 
Chaired by the treasurer, the Finance 
Committee oversees all financial 
activities, including banking and 
investments. The organization’s 
investments continue to be managed by 
Guardian Ethical Management. 
 
The treasurer presents financial 
statements to the board at every board 
meeting, and to the membership at each 
annual general meeting. 
 
The audited financial statements for the 
year March 1, 2019 to February 29, 
2020 are appended to this report. 

 
Annual General Meeting 

During the AGM held in May 2019, Jane 
Cormack presented the president’s 
report, and Sheldon Harvey the 
treasurer’s report, for the previous year. 
Feature presentations were given by: 

• Mélanie Guigueno on grants 

• Jeff Harrison on île aux Perroquets 

• Joël Bonin on the Lucas property 

• Kristen Lalla on Purple Martins 

• Émile Brisson-Curadeau on 
cat predation 

Chris Cloutier delivered a fun and 
challenging quiz he designed with 
Kyle Elliott. 

 

 

The Administration Division is 
responsible for membership 
services, treasury and financial 
reporting, and other operational 
matters such as annual reports, 
board nominations, and archives. 
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