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Welcome to tchébec 2017-18, the Annual Report of Bird 

Protection Quebec.  This edition contains the President’s 

Report that was presented at our Annual General Meeting 

held in May 2018, and more particularly the year-end reports 

by our committees, summarizing their many activities during 

the period. 
 

At the AGM, Treasurer Phyllis Holtz made her last presentation 

to the membership.  Phyllis has decided to step down as 

treasurer after ably serving BPQ for four years and our thanks 

go out to her for all her hard work. She has handed her files 

over to Sheldon Harvey, who the Board appointed to the 

treasurer position as of May 2018. 
 

Special thanks are also due to outgoing president Barbara 

MacDuff, who completed her two-year term in May.  Although 

she has passed the reins to the capable hands of Jane 

Cormack, BPQ vice-president for the past four years, Barbara 

will continue to be active on the education committee. 
 

                Darlene Harvey, Editor 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

My term as Bird Protection Quebec’s president has been a busy and an exciting one. Our 100th 

Anniversary Year gave us an opportunity to look back proudly at BPQ’s accomplishments, as well as to 

connect with long time birding friends. 
 

Working closely with The Nature Conservancy Canada we established a new bird sanctuary in Covey Hill: 

“Bird Protection Quebec’s 100th Anniversary Sanctuary.”  Also, a bequest of approximately 600 acres 

near Plaisance, Quebec was received from former BPQ member Dr. Alec Lucas. Both properties, having 

unique habitats, will provide protection to birds and give our members an opportunity to observe them. 

I am concerned about the decline of many once common birds and urge you to do whatever you can to 

help them. 
 

BPQ lost three long time directors this past year, and I would like to take this chance to recognize their 

contributions and express our condolences to their families: 
 

Sheila Arthur:   Sheila was a long time director of Bird Protection Quebec and was the editor of then-

PQSPB’s newsletter, The Songsparrow, for many years. Sheila watched out for new birders on field trips 

and was always very welcoming to them. 
 

Jim Coristine:   Jim was on the board of PQSPB, and was its treasurer for many years. To quote his 

obituary “Jimmy was an honourable, intelligent and wonderfully humorous man.”  Jim spent his 

summers in St. Patricks, Quebec, where he enjoyed sharing the birds of the area with fellow birders. 
  

Sarah Jane Hills:   Sarah Jane was on the board of Bird Protection Quebec for many years. She was an 

active member of the education committee and enjoyed visiting school children and teaching them 

about birds. 
 

As these people so ably demonstrated, little could be accomplished in BPQ without the hard work of our 

volunteers and I thank you all. 
 

The 2018 board is made up of enthusiastic directors and I am confident that Bird Protection Quebec will 

continue to move forward in a positive way. 

 

 

 

Barbara MacDuff 
President 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee 
Chaired by the BPQ treasurer, the committee oversees all financial activities, including banking and 

investments.  The organization’s investments are managed by Guardian Ethical Management. 
 

The Audited Financial Statements for the fiscal year March 1, 2017 to February 28, 2018, as presented 

by Out-going Treasurer Phyllis Holtz, are appended to this report. 

 

Membership Services Committee 
Members:  Jean Demers (Chair), Clémence Soulard. Averill Craig, Helen Kohler 

The membership services committee attended all the monthly meetings, preparing the hall, providing 

the necessary connections to the overhead projector for the speaker, serving coffee and cookies and 

making sure that all went smoothly. Mat Mutzl and Sharon Hayden were in charge of the sound system 

at each meeting. We sold our ethically-grown coffee, now sourced from a new supplier in Ontario, and a 

few other items. 

We organized the AGM 2017 serving sandwiches, vegetables, and of course wine! We had our usual quiz 

that some found a bit easier than the previous year. 
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Membership Report 
Membership Secretary:  Gayle MacDougall 

 

Membership at Year-end:  353 members 
 

Category Breakdown: 

(Please note that “Family” membership includes two people. Therefore, while we have 288 

memberships, there are in actuality 353 members.) 

 

 

Membership Count – As at Feb. 28, 2018 

Category # Memberships # of Members 

English French 

Family  57  8  130 

Life  60  22  82 

Regular  54  14  68 

Senior  61  7  68 

Student  4  --  4 

Corporate  1  --  1 

TOTAL: 288  353 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Speakers 
 

A great line-up of speakers was organized for BPQ’s 100th Anniversary Year: 

 

 March 2017:   Marie-Anne Hudson, Environment Canada - The Canadian Breeding Bird Survey 

 April:   Joel Coutu - Birds of the Technoparc 

 May:    BPQ’s AGM had great food and a special 100th Anniversary cake. 

 October:   David Bird visited from Vancouver and spoke about drones and their use in birding 

research. 

 November:  Noah Stryker - Birding Without Borders: An Obsession, a Quest, and the Biggest Year in 

the World 

 December:  Michel Robert, Canadian Wildlife Service -  Status of The 2nd  Breeding Bird Atlas: 2010 - 

2014 

 January, 2018: Steve Charlton and Peter Mitchell - Birding in Antarctica 

 February:  Rodger Titman - Birding in Africa 
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Conservation Committee 
Members:  Jane Cormack (Chair), Fred Hareau, Diane Demers, Rodger Titman, Barbara Frei, Lance 
Laviolette, Paul Shay 

The Conservation Committee acts as a consulting body for BPQ when conservation issues come up. We 

are in a position to provide advice on sensitive conservation issues. It is not within our mandate to act as 

an advocacy group. 
 

We continue to support projects that we see as important to engaging BPQ members, such as: 
 

SOS POP 

Fred Hareau coordinates the SOS-POP project which identifies important nesting sites for bird species 

which are threatened or of special concern in Quebec and monitors those sites over the years. 
 

Cerulean Warblers 

Diane Demers has been collecting data for several years on Cerulean Warblers breeding at BPQ’s George 

Montgomery Sanctuary in Philipsburg. 

Sanctuaries Committee 

Members:  Francine Marcoux (Chair) Jane Cormack, Nick Acheson, Frédéric Hareau, Barbara MacDuff, 

Helen Kohler, Jeff Harrison, Diane Demers, Marie-France Boudreault 

Île aux Perroquets:  The Sanctuaries Committee worked with Dr. Kathleen Blanchard, consultant to the 

Quebec Labrador Foundation, to complete a new interpretation panel and have it installed by the city of 

Blanc Sablon. 

Dr. Blanchard collaborated with the Visitors Centre to publish a pamphlet describing the island and tips 

for protecting it. She also conducted an education program that had great results in the nearby town 

and she hopes to continue next summer. This is great news for the conservation of our island. 
 

  Photo:  K. Blanchard 
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We obtained the results of the last survey that was done by Jean François Rail, biologist for Environment 

and Climate Change Canada, in 2015. This information is specifically for our Island: 

 

 80  Greater Black-backed Gulls 

 61  Herring Gulls 

 2,152  Common Murres 

 8,782  Razorbills 

 14  Black Guillemots 

 8,825 nests of Atlantic Puffins (so 8,825 couples or 17,650 adults nesting)!! 

  

Breckenridge Sanctuary:  Nature Conservancy Canada (NCC) has completed an application to obtain the 

official status of “Reserve” from the Ministère du Développement durable, Environnement et Lutte 

contre  les changements climatiques for all the land known as Breckenridge Sanctuary, located in 

Gatineau. BPQ approved this additional protection since we are co-owners with them for a large part of 

this property. 

 

Alfred Kelly Reserve:  We continued to work with the management committee of NCC, along with 

Protection des falaises, Les Amis de la réserve and the municipalities of Prévost and Piedmont, towards 

the objectives of the five year plan (2016-2021), which can be consulted on line: 

www.conservationdelanature.ca/rnak 

 

For our 100th anniversary, a special field trip was organized with Joël Bonin of NCC and members of BPQ. 

We were fortunate to have the help of biologist Pierre Dupuy of Vigie Faucon to see the Peregrine 

Falcons nesting on one of the cliffs. Over the summer, they gave us updates about the pair, which raised 

four chicks. 

 

A plaque for the 100th anniversary was also posted at the entry of the Reserve. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of the camera’s self-timer!           Photo:  P. Dupuy 

http://support.natureconservancy.ca/qc/plandirecteur2016/index.html?_ga=2.27041525.919145800.1522720180-1809226380.1478647541


 

Tchébec  2017-18 
 

 
 

7                                    

 

During the fall, Marie-France Boudreault, a board member, represented BPQ at a special event for 

families called “Mon Massif en automne” organized by Protection des falaises.  

 

Îlet Vert and Île aux Canards:  During the year we continued to work with NCC on their project to 

develop access to some islands in the St. Lawrence. First step was to have panels made to identify all the 

islands (9), taking into account the rules and regulations of the Canadian Coast Guard, and install them 

in the spring.  Some islands will be completely restricted for different reasons (fragile environment, 

special birds breeding, major flooding in spring, budget etc.).  Some of the NCC islands will have trails 

made, and an observation platform will be built.   

 

Several members of the sanctuaries committee went on a tour of the islands with Valérie Aubin, 

biologist at NCC, and saw that part of Îlet Vert is used as a stopover by boaters. Therefore, it seemed to 

us that it would be better to leave access to the public to that part of the island but ensure that the rest 

remains a protected area. Apart from that concern, we were very pleased to discover quite a nice 

habitat so close to the city. Many birds and ducks were present. 

  

In September, another group of board members went with Denis Tétreault, 

and observed 34 species of birds and had the privilege of encountering a 

special bird on Îlet Vert:  Say's Phoebe.  
 

We also made a quick stop on Île aux Canards, where we think good 

observations could be made by a small organized group during migration. 

Presently access is not easy and there are no trails as it is a protected area.
           Photo:  D. Tétreault 

 

A bilingual panel on Îlet Vert that asks people to help us preserve our island by respecting the rules was 

installed by board member Claude Cloutier in October. We hope that next summer follow up will be 

done with the help of NCC for the portion remaining accessible. 

 
     Photo:  Barbara MacDuff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: 

 C. Cloutier 
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Mont Saint-Grégoire:  CIME (Centre d’interprétation du milieu écologique) is an organization that has 

managed Mont Saint-Grégoire for over 15 years and BPQ has helped with the acquisition of land and is 

still co-owner of a very small piece of land. In January, they were sued by the Municipality of Saint-

Grégoire for not mowing part of their land along the road.  According to CIME, that vegetation is vital for 

birds, butterflies and the Milk Snake, a species at risk. They had to raise funds to try to win their case 

and BPQ recognized the importance of helping them prove the necessity of maintaining and protecting 

that habitat. A donation of $3,000 was made to the organization. If you want to learn more about CIME 

or visit them, go to their web site at:  http://www.cimehautrichelieu.qc.ca 

 

Property Acquisition Committee 
Members:  Simon Duval (Chair), Richard Gregson, Joël Bonin, Lance Laviolette 

The 100th anniversary committee suggested to the board that BPQ  acquire a Centennial Property.  The 

committee decided on the Covey Hill property after considering two others proposed by Nature 

Conservancy Canada. BPQ made a capital donation to NCC to establish BPQ’s 100th Anniversary 

Sanctuary. The donation allows BPQ to name the property, have field trips there and have 

representation on the planning committee. These approximately 160 acres contain rare peat bog plants, 

fields, ponds, hardwood and coniferous forest. Hermit Thrush and Scarlet Tanager nest there. The 

property is relatively close to Montreal, with parking and easy access. 

 

Lucas Property:  We received notice in June of 2016 that former BPQ member Dr. Alex Lucas had willed 

BPQ over 500 acres of forest in western Quebec near Plaisance. The Nature Conservancy helped BPQ by 

providing a notary and ensuring that a survey was done.  We have met with the family and hope to visit 

the property this year. 

 

Grants Committee 
Members:  Richard Gregson (Chair), Lance Laviolette, Barbara Frei, Paul Shay, Jean Demers, Jeff 

Harrison, David Mulholland 

The Grants Committee put forward its recommendations for grants to be awarded in 2018 and was 

pleased that the board agreed to them all. 

The total amount that will be disbursed this round is approximately $80,000 – a meaningful amount for 

a volunteer run charity such as this one. Our ability to fund important research and educational projects 

that support knowledge of birds in Quebec is one of the most important things that BPQ is able to do. 

There are very few other sources of funding available to the organisers of many of these activities. 

 

A summary of this year’s grants follows. 

http://www.cimehautrichelieu.qc.ca/
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New Applications Approved 

Research and Conservation  

Comité régional pour la protection des falaises (CRPF)– Alf Kelly Reserve :  
Creation of a zoning plan proposal, in line with the property management plan 

 
$1,000 

Granby Zoological Society : 
Chimney Swift Project – collecting breeding and migration information essential 
for the development of strategies to aid in the species’ recovery 

 
$3,330 

McGill Bird Observatory (MBO) : 
Continuing support of the Fall Migration Monitoring Program 

$4,500 per year for 
3 years (2018-2020) 

MBO : 
Preliminary study to develop protocols to add ability to band Hummingbirds 

 
$1,150 

Migration Research Foundation – in collaboration with McGill University : 
Research project with objectives that should help in developing strategies to 
reverse decline in Purple Martin populations in and around Montreal 

 
$7,000 

Nature Conservancy of Canada : 
Modeling the habitat quality of Canada Warbler (species at risk) and 
understanding the impact of forestry activities on birds, using LiDAR technology 

 
$4,000 per year for 
2 years (2018-2019) 

L’Observatoire d’oiseaux de Rimouski : 
Creation of a seawatching program and evaluation of its effectiveness as a data 
collection strategy in monitoring several key seabird species with population 
decline 

 
$5,000 per year for 
3 years (2018-2020) 

TerraHumana Solutions : 
A one-year case study –  “Do Canada’s Laws Protect Quebec Birds?” – analysis of 
issues associated with non-compliance at the municipal level with federal and 
provincial environmental laws 
 

 
$5,000 

Mitchell Warne : 
Project to develop an American Kestrel Nest Box Program in Quebec 
 

 
$4,172 

Education  

Le Nichoir : 
Environmental education through setting up a Wild Bird Helpline 
 

 
$5,000 

Quebec Labrador Foundation : 
Project aimed at strengthening the capacity of communities to deliver 
conservation activities for Quebec lower north shore seabird colonies through 
education and community engagement 
 

 
$3,000 

Richelieu Valley Community Learning Centre : 
Initiative to increase the ornithological and environmental knowledge of 
Riverside School Board students and citizens from the Richelieu Valley and South 
Shore 

 
$3,000 
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Summary of multi-year commitments and current year grants: 

Agreed Previous Years 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

OOT - MOTUS $15,000 $15,000    

OOT - Nyctales $5,000 $5,000    

Corridor Appalachien $,2587 $2,665 $2,745 $2,827  

MBO MOTUS - third year  $7,500     

UQRimouski – third year $2,000     

New Grants & Commitments 

CRPF – Alf Kelly $1,000     

Granby Zoological Society $3,330     

MBO - Migration monitoring – continuing support $4,500 $4,500 $4,500   

MBO – Hummingbirds project $1,150     

Migration Research Foundation $7,000     

Nature Conservancy of Canada – Quebec $4,000 $4,000    

Le Nichoir $5,000     

L’Observatoire d’oiseaux de Rimouski  $5,000 $5,000 $5,000   

Quebec Labrador Foundation $3,000     

Richelieu Valley Community Learning Centre $3,000     

TerraHumana Solutions $5,000     

Mitchell Warne $4,172     

 

TOTAL FOR 2018: 
 

$78,067 
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Christmas Count Committee 
Members:  Hudson - Jean Demers, Clemence Soulard;   Montreal - Sheldon & Darlene Harvey 

 

HUDSON COUNT 

The 77th annual Hudson Christmas Bird Count was held on 

December 27, 2017. The lowest number of birds since 1990 was 

recorded with only 4,556 birds.  Forty-seven (47) different species 

were counted. The cold weather was certainly a contributing 

factor. Sixty-two people participated in the Count, including 14 

feeder watchers. A post-count compilation party was held at the 

St-Hubert restaurant in Vaudreuil-Dorion, with the cost of food 

and beverages covered by BPQ. 
 

MONTREAL COUNTBPQ’s 82nd annual Montreal Christmas Bird Count was held on December 16, 2017. 

Sixty-nine species were recorded, with a total of 12,003 birds, down 

substantially from last year’s 18,483. Seventy-nine people 

participated in the Count, covering 21 different territories 

throughout the count circle, racking up a combined total of 709 

kilometres of driving and walking and generating a total effort of 

124.75 hours!  Of particular note this year was the first ever 

recording on the Montreal Count of a Red-headed Woodpecker, seen 

at Ile-St-Bernard, and a Common Goldeneye/ Barrow’s Goldeneye 

hybrid spotted on the St-Lawrence River. A post-count compilation 

party was held at the Montreal West Curling Club with approximately 30 people in attendance, and food 

supplied by Bird Protection Quebec. 
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Hawkwatch Committee 
Members:  Mabel McIntosh (Chair), Bob Barnhurst 

 

The spring 2017, fall 2017 and spring 2018 hawk watches were completed. The spring 2017 hawk watch 

was conducted from March 8 to May 28.  In March, persistent cloud and rain led to only 5 days of 

coverage for the entire month, with just 13 raptors sighted. In contrast, April coverage was more 

complete with only 6 days lost to bad weather, resulting in much better counts.  The total number of 

hawks seen was 3,407 with highlights being a record 1,012 Turkey Vultures tallied and the first sighting 

of a Mississippi Kite in count history. 

 

The fall coverage ran from September 1 to November 28, with 24 days lost to rain or snow.  The 

highlight of the count was a high number of nearly 3,000 Broad-winged Hawks sighted. The spring 2018 

count was started on March 17, to be completed at the end of May. Cold weather through March and 

much of April resulted in low counts for almost all species.  

 

In 2017, we received another modest grant from the Ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune. 

In early 2018, we provided our count data for Golden Eagles to the department as part of a study on the 

status of this species in Quebec. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Committee 
Members:  Barbara MacDuff (Chair), Frédéric Hareau, David Mulholland, Connie Morgenstern 

Two field trips for beginners were held at the Morgan Arboretum, one in late April, the other in early 

May. Both were well attended and beginners received help identifying birds. Thanks to Chris Cloutier, 

Wayne Grubert, Gay McDougall Gruner and David Mulholland. 
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On May 17, 2017 a bird survey was done of the Royal Montreal Golf Course. Thanks to Nick Acheson, 

David Mulholland and Rodger Titman for their help. It was a pleasure to see so many Tree Swallows and 

Eastern Bluebirds nesting there. 

 

A presentation was given to seniors at the Sunrise Senior Living Residence in Beaconsfield on June 8, 

2017 by Barbara MacDuff and Gay McDougall Gruner. Feeders have been placed on the grounds of the 

property. 

 

The “Learn about the Great Backyard Bird Count” day organized by Connie Morgenstern was held at the 

Morgan Arboretum on February 11, 2018. It was a day to learn and count the birds. Alain Goulet from 

Nature Expert brought feeders and explained how to use them. Children made pine cone feeders and 

after a beautiful walk and hand feeding the chickadees hot chocolate was enjoyed by all. Thanks to Chris 

Cloutier, Claude Cloutier, Alain Goulet, Richard Gregson, David Mulholland, Barbara MacDuff and Connie 

Morgenstern. 

 

A presentation on winter birds was made by Barbara MacDuff to a group of 20 Girl Guides in St. Laurent. 

A snowy owl craft followed the power point presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Mulholland, Christine Burt and Chris Cloutier 

helping out on a beginners’ field trip at the Morgan 

Arboretum. 

Photo:  Barbara MacDuff 
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Field Trip Committee 
Members:  Wayne Grubert (Chair), Sheldon Harvey, Darlene Harvey, Mat Mutzl, David Mulholland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regularly Scheduled Trips 

Held 35 full day or half day weekend trips with:  

 17 different leaders 

 25 different locations in and around Montreal 

 Average participation of 13 birders, with an average of 35 species seen 

 

Additional trips in Chronological Order 

Wood Warbler Walks with Jane Cormack 

 Six early morning trips held on Tuesdays in April/May at Westmount Summit, averaging 8 

 birders and 24 species 

Beginner's Birding 

 Two morning trips to the Morgan Arboretum with Barbara McDuff and the Education 

 Committee in late April/early May.  Averaged 10 birders and 32 species. 

Cabane à Sucre “La Goudrelle” Bird Walk and Lunch, organized by Sheldon Harvey 

 Held in late April as part of the 100th Anniversary special events.  Attended by 25 people, 26 

species observed on Mont St. Gregoire prior to a nice lunch. 
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Hudson Evening Trip in May  

 Six birders and 40 species 

May Migratory Bird Walks at Parc-nature de l'Île -de-la-Visitation 

 Three mid-week trips with Joël Coutu during peak migration period. 

Marathon Birding Week in early June 

 Organized by Sheldon Harvey, seven outings in seven days to different areas as part of BPQ's 100th 

Anniversary celebrations.  Averaged 8 participants and 46 species seen. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Series of Birding with Sheldon Harvey 

 Five trips averaging 10 birders and 39 species 

 On one of the summer weekends, manned a BPQ booth at Le Nichoir’s Open House and led 

several walks for visitors to the event 

Field Trip Leaders during 2017/early 2018 

Chris Cloutier, Jane Cormack, Joël Coutu, Diane Demers, Jean Demers, Richard Gregson, Wayne Grubert, 

Fred Hareau, Jeff Harrison, Darlene Harvey, Sheldon Harvey, Chuck Kling, Tom Long, Barbara MacDuff, 

Sandy Montgomery, Mathias Mutzl,  Clémence Soulard, Marc Boudreau (CRPF) 
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Communications Committee 

Members:   Jane Cormack (Co-Chair), Connie Morgenstern (Co-Chair), Simon Duval  

 

The Song Sparrow Newsletter 

Our Song Sparrow newsletter is published five times a year for members and made available on the 

website for a greater outreach. 

Social Media 

Facebook continues to serve as a useful means of publicizing our events to the public. During the period 

(data based on statistics from March 1, 2017 to February 28, 2018) page likes increased by 13%  -  a 

growth from 1,456 to 1,657 page likes. 

 

 

 

MailChimp  

The MailChimp platform continues to be the tool used to generate our weekly “What to do in Montreal” 

email notices. Subscribers are generated from current members, web visitors and leads generated from 

PR events, etc. Subscriptions increased by 21% over the period (starting the year March 1, 2017 with 

624 subscribers and ending February 28 2018 with a total of 752 subscribers).  

 

The average open rate of MailChimp campaigns in the comparison category of the non-profit sector is 

about 21% and BPQ open rates are double that, averaging a 45% open rate for weekly campaigns.  
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Marketing, Publicity and Outreach Committee 
Members:  Sheldon Harvey (Chair), Mathias Mutzl, Sharon Hayden 

The Committee participated in the following public events, staffing a kiosk to promote BPQ and its 

activities, distributing copies of our information pamphlet, copies of the BPQ Bird List, collecting 

donations and selling promotional merchandise.  In addition, at each of these events, the Committee 

collects names and e-mail addresses of those individuals interested in being added to the distribution 

list for our weekly mailings. 

 

March 25, 2017 – Earth Hour event in Westmount 

April 9, 2017 - Canadian Wildlife Federation "Walk for Wildlife" event at the Morgan Arboretum 

June 3, 2017 – CCFA-Nature Expert Bird Fest 

July 22, 2017 – Open House Day at Le Nichoir in Hudson 

September 23, 2017 – BPQ’s Feather Fest at Parc des Rapides in LaSalle 

 

   
Walk for Wildlife          Feather Fest 

 

The Committee posts all BPQ field trips, monthly lectures and special events to the Yahoo Songsparrow 

Group, the BPQ Facebook page, the Birdwatching in Quebec Facebook page, the McGill Students’ 

Birding Club Facebook page, the Montreal Field Naturalists Facebook Page, and the “Things to do in 

Montreal” Facebook page in an attempt to attract more participants to BPQ events. 

Sheldon Harvey continues to handle in-coming calls to the BPQ cellphone, either responding to inquiries 

directly, or passing messages along to the appropriate individual or committee within BPQ. 

 

Future Plans: The Committee has plans to develop new display material for the BPQ promotional kiosk, 

including a map of Quebec indicating our properties; a new drop-cloth table cover with the BPQ logo 

printed on it and to have our BPQ logo printed on to our display tent.  The Committee continues to look 

for additional public events and activities for BPQ to participate in. 

 

The Committee continues to look for new members.   
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100th Anniversary Working Group 
Members:  Barbara MacDuff (Chair), Marie-France Boudreault, Jean Demers, Gay McDougall Gruner, 

Alison Hackney, Jeff Harrison, Sheldon Harvey, Sharon Hayden, Phyllis Holtz, Connie Morgenstern, Mat 

Mutzl, Bonnie Soutar 

 

The Chair wishes to thank the committee members, who met monthly for two years, for their hard work 

planning activities for BPQ’s 2017 100th anniversary year.  
 

The year started with a bird photo competition held to choose pictures for an Anniversary Bird Calendar, 

available for 2017. Historical photos and facts made an attractive addition to the calendar. 
 

A “Canada Goes Birding 2017 Challenge” organized by Richard Gregson began in January. 

(Full details of winners, etc., were published in the February 2018 Song Sparrow newsletter:  

http://pqspb.org/newsletters/60-4.pdf ) 
  

A “Great Backyard Bird Count” was held at the Morgan Arboretum in February and was well attended.  

 

A  “March Madness” competition for those interested in finding the most bird species during the month 

of March was organized, but participation was low - probably because of March’s unpredictable 

weather. 
 

In April there was a field trip and sugar shack lunch activity held at Mont St. Gregoire.  Also in April, in 

honour of National Volunteer Week, the committee sent thank you cards, made with photos submitted 

to the calendar contest, to all BPQ volunteers. 
 

A 100th Anniversary plaque was placed at BPQ’s George Montgomery Sanctuary in Philipsburg during a 

May field trip. 
 

There was a “Birding Blitz” in June – a field trip a day for seven days in a row! 
 

A field trip, to the Alf Kelly Reserve in Piedmont, took place in June as well and a 100th anniversary 

plaque was unveiled.  Joël Bonin from Nature Conservancy Canada spoke about the great gift that Alf 

Kelly had given to BPQ. 
                 Photo:  A. Ferland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://pqspb.org/newsletters/60-4.pdf
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In September 2017, a “Feather Fest” for the public at Parc des Rapides in LaSalle was organized. There 

were many bird activities including bird walks, games with Boreal birds, feeder making, tips on 

gardening for birds, and a birds of prey demonstration.  A Boreal Bird Café served shade grown coffee 

and homemade lemonade. The lemonade was extremely popular on this very hot day! 

 
 

 
 

An anniversary raffle was organized and tickets were sold throughout the year to win prizes generously 

donated by:   Robert Comeau – a duck carving; Alain Goulet of Nature Expert - Vortex binoculars;  and, 

from Eagle-Eye Tours -  a Canadian trip. 
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The fall of 2017 was spent preparing for the final event, the 100th Anniversary Dinner, which took place 

on November 4. The Holiday Inn Pointe Claire was selected as the venue and the turnout was excellent. 

Over 100 people attended this special evening where Diane Demers and Peter Mitchell acted as Masters 

of Ceremonies. 
 

The evening began with a presentation of a financial donation to BPQ by Maqbool Spencer in memory of 

Michael Spencer, Past-President and long time BPQ member. Mabel McIntosh, at the age of 95, received 

an award in recognition of her many years dedicated to 

hawk watching in the Montreal area. Mabel began hawk 

watching with Bob Barnhurst in the 60’s. She traveled by 

bus and by scooter to the Valleyfield area in the spring and 

to the western part of the Island of Montreal in the fall. 

Mabel is a past director, honorary director and a long time 

BPQ member. Past President, and long time BPQ member, 

Robert Carswell said a few words about founding member 

Lewis Terrill and about birding with Brother Gaboriault. 

Diane Demers read a letter of congratulations from Club 

des Ornithologues de Quebec Inc.  Mathias Mutzl gave a toast to Bird Protection Quebec. Jeff Wells of 

the Boreal Songbird Initiative was the keynote speaker and was introduced by Peter and Diane. Jeff gave 

an interesting talk about the Boreal Forest and was thanked by Alison Hackney.  
 

Throughout the evening names were drawn for five door prizes that had been collected thanks to Gay 

McDougall Gruner.  Sharon Hayden made the table centre pieces that were also taken home as prizes.  

As well, the raffle winning tickets were drawn. 
 

The following past BPQ presidents were in attendance:  Robert Carswell, Richard Gregson, Jeff Harrison, 

Sheldon Harvey, Betsy McFarlane, Peter Mitchell, David Mulholland, Ken Thorpe, and Rodger Titman. 

Eve Marshall was also expected to attend but had to cancel at the last minute. 
 

It was a great evening to reminisce and socialize with old friends and new. 
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                 Catching up with good friends 
Membership Services team Jean Demers and 
Clemence Soulard welcoming at the door 
 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Barbara MacDuff opening the festivities 

 
 

Fighting over the centrepiece? 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
Directors of Bird Protection Quebec are elected by the membership each year at the Annual General 
Meeting held in late May.  Any member in good standing may run for election; details of the procedure 
to be followed are published in our newsletter at the beginning of each year.  The Board is, at full 
complement, composed of 19 directors, each of whom is elected for a two year period of office.  No 
director may serve for more than ten consecutive years.  Officers of the charity are elected by the Board 
of Directors. 

 
Board of Directors 2017-18 

   
Nicholas Acheson Simon Duval Francine Marcoux 

Marie-France Boudreault Frédéric Hareau Helen Meredith 

Chris Cloutier Jeff Harrison Connie Morgenstern 

Claude Cloutier Sharon Hayden David Mulholland 

Jane Cormack Phyllis Holtz Mathias Mutzl 

Diane Demers Barbara MacDuff Paul Shay 

 

Officers 

President  Barbara MacDuff 

Vice-President  Jane Cormack 

Treasurer  Phyllis Holtz 

Secretary  Helen Meredith 

 
 
 

Bird Protection Quebec was founded in 1917 and is a Canadian registered charity. 

Charitable Registration No.:   11925 2161 RR0001 

Bird Protection Quebec 
Box 67089 LEMOYNE, Saint-Lambert QC  J4R 2T8 
Telephone:  514-637-2141 

 
Website:    www.birdprotectionquebec.org            E-mail:    birdprotectionquebec@gmail.com 
 

 

Tchébec Editor:  Darlene Harvey 

Photos:   Darlene Harvey (unless otherwise credited) 

French Translation: Christiane Tremblay 

http://www.birdprotectionquebec.org/
mailto:birdprotectionquebec@gmail.com
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Independent Auditor's Report

To the Members of
The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of The Province of Quebec Society for the
Protection of Birds, Inc., which comprise the statement of financial position as at February 28, 2018,
and the statements of revenue and expenditures - General Fund, fund balances and cash flows for the
year then ended and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal
control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures
in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as
well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our qualified audit opinion.
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Independent Auditor's Report

Basis for Qualified Opinion

In common with many not-for-profit organizations, the Society derives revenue from donations and
cash receipts, the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification.
Accordingly, our verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of
the Society. Therefore, we were not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary
to revenue, excess of revenue over expenditures and cash flows from operations for the years ended
February 28, 2018 and February 28, 2017 and assets and fund balances as at February 28, 2018 and
February 28, 2017. Our audit opinion on the financial statements for the year ended
February 28, 2017 was modified accordingly because of the possible effects of this limitation in scope.

Qualified Opinion

In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualified
Opinion paragraph, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc. as at February 28, 2018,
and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

1

Montréal, Québec
April 25, 2018

1 CPA auditor, CA, public accountancy permit No. A128060
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position

February 28 2018 2017

Internally
Restricted

Invested in A.W. Kelly Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted Fund Total Total

Assets

Current

Cash $ 23,574 $ - $ - $ - $ 23,574 $ 22,684
Short-term investments, at fair value (Note 2) 712,888 - 2,232,474 - 2,945,362 3,004,614
Government refunds receivable 4,706 - - - 4,706 1,053
Accounts receivable 1,582 - - - 1,582 499
Interfund receivable, non-interest bearing - - - 72,000 72,000 72,000
Prepaid expenses 4,101 - - - 4,101 4,971

746,851 - 2,232,474 72,000 3,051,325 3,105,821

Capital assets
Land - 414,306 - - 414,306 410,813

$ 746,851 $ 414,306 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,465,631 $ 3,516,634

Liabilities and Fund Balances

Current
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 18,535 $ - $ - $ - $ 18,535 $ 14,743
Interfund payable, non-interest bearing 72,000 - - - 72,000 72,000
Deferred revenue - - - - - 1,270

90,535 - - - 90,535 88,013

Fund balances
General Fund 656,316 - - - 656,316 713,334
Invested in capital assets - 414,306 - - 414,306 410,813
A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund - unrestricted - - 2,232,474 - 2,232,474 2,232,474
Internally Restricted Land Stewardship Fund (Note 5) - - - 72,000 72,000 72,000

656,316 414,306 2,232,474 72,000 3,375,096 3,428,621

$ 746,851 $ 414,306 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,465,631 $ 3,516,634

On behalf of the Board

 Director           Director

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures - General Fund

For the year ended February 28 2018 2017

Revenue
Investment income $ 220,159 $ 156,789
Membership fees 9,518 8,894
Donations and grant 49,135 8,944
Activities income 12,129 790
Unrealized (loss) gain on investments (94,410) 179,191
Other - 3,192

196,531 357,800

Expenditures
Grants awarded 149,421 77,308
Sanctuary maintenance and taxes 30,694 10,362
Activities 27,580 45,343
Administration and newsletter 23,410 25,952
Professional fees 15,951 12,620
Donations and memberships 3,000 -

250,056 171,585

Excess of (expenditures over revenue)
 revenue over expenditures for the year $ (53,525) $ 186,215

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Fund Balances

For the year ended February 28 2018 2017

Internally
Restricted

Invested in   A.W. Kelly Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted    Fund Total Total

Balance, beginning of year $ 713,334 $ 410,813 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,428,621 $ 3,242,406

Excess of (expenditures over revenue)
revenues over expenditures for the year (53,525) - - - (53,525) 186,215

Acquisition of capital assets (3,493) 3,493 - - - -

Balance, end of year $ 656,316 $ 414,306 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,375,096 $ 3,428,621

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

 Statement of Cash Flows

For the year ended 2018 2017

Cash flows from operating activities
Excess of (expenditures over revenue)

revenue over expenditures for the year $ (53,525) $ 186,215
Items not involving cash 

Unrealized loss (gain) on investments 94,410 (179,191)
Gain on sale of investments (125,239) (83,038)

(84,354) (76,014)

Changes in non-cash working capital balances
Accounts receivable (1,083) 133
Government refunds receivable (3,653) 1,812
Prepaid expenses 870 (4,771)
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 3,792 4,196
Deferred revenue and other long-term liabilities (1,270) 1,270

(85,698) (73,374)

Cash flows from investing activities
Acquisition of capital assets (3,493) -
Proceeds on redemption of short-term investments 185,000 125,000
Reinvested investment income (94,919) (73,752)

86,588 51,248

Increase (decrease) in cash during the year 890 (22,126)

Cash, beginning of year 22,684 44,810

Cash, end of year $ 23,574 $ 22,684

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2018

1. Significant Accounting Policies  

Nature of Operations  The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of
Birds, Inc. (the "Society") was incorporated as a
corporation without share capital under Part III of the
Québec Companies Act on April 29, 1931 and operates
under the name Bird Protection Quebec. The objects of
the Society are detailed in its letters patent and include the
elicitation and fostering of the interest of the public in the
birds that frequent the Province of Québec. As a
registered charity entity, the Society is a recognized non-
profit organization under the Income Tax Act and therefore
not subject to income taxes.

The Society's objective is to carry on its operations without
pecuniary gain to its members and any profits or other
accretions to the Society are to be used in promoting its
objectives.

Basis of Accounting The financial statements have been prepared using
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit
organizations.

Fund Accounting In order to ensure compliance with the limitation and
restriction placed on the use of resources available to the
Society, the accounts are maintained in accordance with
the principles of fund accounting. This procedure groups
resources for accounting purposes into funds according to
similar activities or specific objectives. Therefore, separate
accounts are maintained for each fund, and the
statements of financial position regroups the following
funds:

General Fund

The General Fund accounts for the administrative
activities of the Society. This Fund reports unrestricted
resources and restricted operating grants.

Capital Assets Fund

The Capital Assets Fund reports the assets, liabilities,
revenue and expenditures related to the Society's capital
assets.

8



The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2018

A. W. Kelly Bequest Fund

The A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund consists of surpluses of
investment income from the A. W. Kelly Will Trust
accumulated during the 25 years since his death, together
with the capital from the residue of his Estate received in
October 2006. 

Internally Restricted Land Stewardship Fund

The Fund represents surpluses set aside by the Board to
safeguard the stewardship of its properties.

Capital Assets Purchased capital assets are recorded at cost. Donated
capital assets are recorded at fair value at the date of
donation.

Revenue Recognition The Society follows the deferred method of accounting for
contributions whereby restricted contributions related to
expenses of future periods are deferred and recognized as
revenue in the period in which the related expenditures are
incurred. Restricted contributions, comprised of restricted
donations and grants, are defined as contributions on
which stipulations are imposed that specify how the
resources must be used. Unrestricted contributions,
comprised of membership fees, activities income and
unrestricted donations, are recognized as revenue when
received or receivable if the amount to be received can be
reasonably estimated and collection is reasonably
assured. Investment income is recognized as revenue
when earned.

Investment income and unrealized gain or loss on
short-term investments are recognized as revenue of the
General Fund.

Deferred Revenues Deferred revenues represent unspent resources received
in the current year that is related to expenses in a
subsequent year. The deferred revenues are recognized
as revenue in the year in which the related expenses are
incurred. 

Contributed Services Volunteers contribute a significant number of hours per
year to assist the Society to carry out its activities.
Because of the difficulty of determining their fair value,
contributed services are not recognized in the financial
statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2018

Financial Instruments Measurement of Financial Instruments

The Society initially measures its financial assets and
financial liabilities at fair value. The Society subsequently
measures all its financial assets and financial liabilities at
amortized cost with the exception of short-term
investments which are subsequently measured at fair
value based on closing market prices.

Financial assets measured at amortized cost include cash,
accounts receivable and interfund receivable.

Financial assets measured at fair value include short-term
investments.

Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include
accounts payable and interfund payable.

Impairment

Financial assets measured at amortized cost are tested for
impairment when there are indicators of impairment. The
previously recognized impairment loss may be reversed to
the extent of the improvement, directly or by adjusting the
allowance account, provided it is not greater than the
amount that would have been reported at the date of
reversal had the impairment not been recognized
previously. The amount of impairment and any reversal is
recognized in the statement of revenue and expenditures.

Transaction Costs

The Society recognizes its transaction costs for financial
instruments at fair value in the statement of revenue and
expenditures in the period incurred. However, financial
instruments that will not be subsequently measured at fair
value are adjusted by the transaction costs that are directly
attributable to their obligation, issuance or assumption.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2018

2. Short-term Investments   

2018 2017

Investments
Pooled funds at market value (cost: $2,701,570;

2017 - $2,666,412) $ 2,945,362 $ 3,004,614

3. Donated Property   

Contributions invested in the Capital Assets Fund, included donated land received in the
following years, recorded at their fair value at the date of contribution.

1982 $ 38,300
1990 33,700
2005 69,350

$ 141,350

4. Income Taxes   

The Society is recognized as a non-profit organization under Section 149.1(1) of the Income
Tax Act (Canada). This status exempts the Society from income taxes.

5. Internal Restriction

The Society maintains a Land Stewardship Fund for which the Society had bound an internal
restriction to safeguard the stewardship of its properties. Balance of this internally restricted
fund at year-end amounted to $72,000 (2017 - $72,000).
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2018

6. Financial Instrument Risk 

Interest Rate Risk

Interest rate risk is the risk that the fair value or future cash flows of a financial instrument will
fluctuate because of changes in market interest rates. The Society is exposed to this risk
through its short-term investments.

Credit Risk

Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause a financial loss for the
other party by failing to discharge an obligation. The Society is exposed to credit risk resulting
from the possibility that a counterparty to a financial instrument defaults on their financial
obligations. Credit risk arises from interfund receivable.

Liquidity Risk

Liquidity risk is the risk that the Society encounters difficulty in meeting its obligations
associated with financial liabilities. Liquidity risk includes the risk that, as a result of operational
liquidity requirements, the company will not have sufficient funds to settle a transaction on the
due date; will be forced to sell financial assets at a value, which is less than what they are
worth; or may be unable to settle or recover a financial asset. Liquidity risk arises from
accounts payable and interfund payable.

Market Risk

The Society is exposed to fluctuations in equity markets on its short-term investments.

There have been no changes to the Society's financial instruments risk exposure from prior
years.
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